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On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, | want to
congratulate Hannaford Supermarkets on the
success of its sustainability initiative. | look for-
ward to the continuation of their sustainability
initiative and am hopeful about the example
this can set for supermarkets across the Na-
tion. Once again, | thank Hannaford Super-
markets for all that it does to protect our envi-
ronment while also aiding food insecurity.

THE PARRISH FAMILY

HON. JAMES COMER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 19, 2021

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the bravery and sacrifice of the
Parrish Brothers of Burkesville, Kentucky.

Barney, Watson, and Taylor Parrish each
honorably served their country during World
War Il, with Barney paying the ultimate sac-
rifice. The Parrish Brothers’ service to our
country did not end after World War Il as Wat-
son and Taylor continued defending America
during the Korean War. During the war, Wat-
son was seriously wounded and returned to
duty less than a week later, where he also
paid the ultimate sacrifice. After the Korean
War, Taylor returned to Kentucky and contin-
ued serving others and raising a family in the
First District of Kentucky. The family’s sacrifice
was awarded two purple hearts and a bronze
star.

The legacy of the Parrish family leads us all
to reflect on the freedoms we hold dear and
the sacrifices American heroes make to pro-
tect them. The service and sacrifices they
bravely gave should not and will not be forgot-
ten. | join their family in friends to celebrate
their legacy and honor their noble service to
our country.

EVELYN ANNE SMITH
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 19, 2021

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Evelyn Anne
Smith for receiving the Adams County Mayors
and Commissioners Youth Award.

Evelyn Anne Smith is an 11th grader at
Vantage Point High School and received this
award because her determination and hard
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Evelyn
Anne Smith is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Eve-
lyn Anne Smith for winning the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
ROBERT ALLAN SMITH

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 19, 2021

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life of Robert Allan
Smith. On November 12, 2020 Lieutenant
Colonel Robert Allan Smith passed away.
Allan served his Nation for over 45 years in
the United States Air Force (USAF) and in the
Department of Defense (DoD), Pentagon.

Alan was dedicated to his faith. He was a
devoted member of the Fort Belvoir Commu-
nity Chapel, Fort Belvoir, VA. Allan married
the love of his life, Dr. Patricia Moseley. Hap-
pily, they celebrated over twenty years of joy-
ful devotion. Allan graduated from Mississippi
State University with a Bachelor of Science
degree and as a member of the USAF Re-
serve Officer Training Corps. Later he ob-
tained a Masters of Science degree from Troy
State University.

Upon his Military commissioning, he com-
pleted USAF Pilot Training, Fort Rucker, AL,
and a decade later served there as a Flight
Examiner, Instructor Pilot, and Academic In-
structor. As a Commander for multiple Squad-
rons and missions worldwide, his leadership
and focus on his unit personnel achieved out-
standing results in rescue and medical evacu-
ation missions. He was assigned to the Pen-
tagon, USAF Headquarters, and upon retire-
ment began an exemplary career as a federal
civilian employee in the DoD, USAF Head-
quarters.

Mr. Smith is greatly missed by many Military
colleagues for his dedication and significant
contributions and by his Pentagon Chapel
friends. Allan is survived by his devoted broth-
er, David Smith (Jeanne); daughters, Ms.
Jenny Pechou, Ms. Ashley Smith and Mrs.
Sarah Tinsley (Daniel); and cousins, Maxwell
Carroll (Barbara) and Dr. Cheryl Powell (Gil).
Allan loved his brothers and sisters-in-law,
Mrs. Janet Sellers (David), Frank Moseley (Dr.
Christine), and Jeff Moseley (Edith); and fa-
ther-in-law, Retired CMSgt James Moseley.

| join countless friends, family members,
and colleagues in mourning the loss of Lieu-
tenant Colonel Robert Smith. He was an out-
standing man dedicated to family, faith, and
country, and he will be deeply missed.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF DR.
RONALD LUBRITZ

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 19, 2021

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of Dr. Ronald
Lubritz who passed away on February 13,
2021 at the age of 87. | send my condolences
and prayers to Ronald’s wife, Carol, as well as
his family and friends.

Born in New Orleans, he grew up in the Big
Easy alongside his brothers and sisters. As a
young boy during WWII, his father instilled in
him a remarkable desire for hard work, integ-
rity, and love for his nation.

Dr. Lubritz joined the National Guard and
Reserve where he achieved the rank of Full
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Colonel and commanded a Medical Brigade.
He graduated from LSU School of Medicine in
1959 and practiced medicine across South
Mississippi for more than 62-years.

In honor of his lifelong service to the com-
munity of Hattiesburg, the University of South-
ern Mississippi Veteran Center established a
memorial scholarship in his name. The schol-
arship is entitled “Dr. Ronald Lubritz Excel-
lence in Medical Care Memorial Scholarship.”

Although we are sad to hear of his passing,
we take comfort in his example of a life well
lived and the legacy he leaves behind. On be-
half of the 4th Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, we honor the memory of Dr. Ronald
Lubritz, a loving husband, father, man of God,
and dedicated civil servant.

————

HONORING CYNTHIA PEARSON
AND HER OUTSTANDING CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO THE HEALTH OF
WOMEN AND GIRLS

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 19, 2021

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is an
honor and pleasure to extend my congratula-
tions to Cynthia Pearson, a leader of the wom-
en’s health movement for many decades, on
her exceptional service to the women of the
United States and on her well-earned retire-
ment.

Cynthia has served as Executive Director of
the National Women’s Health Network
(NWHN) for more than 24 years, and prior to
that led the organization’s program and policy
work. In that time she established an exem-
plary record as an effective and influential ad-
vocate, leading campaigns to protect women
from risky drugs and devices; require the gov-
ernment to research conditions that affect
women; ensure that women have access to
full information about medical products and
clinical trials; expand women’s access to com-
prehensive reproductive health care services;
and protect women against coercion and
abuse in health care. | would like to highlight
just a few of the accomplishments of her lead-
ership at the NWHN and the contributions it
made to advancing research for women’s
health and increasing access to health care.

In 1987, Cynthia and the National Women’s
Health Network led a grassroots campaign
that convinced the National Cancer Institute to
fund the first breast cancer prevention trial that
examined the effects of a low-fat diet on
breast cancer. And Cynthia helped the NWHN
to produce the first-ever fact sheets on breast
cancer and African American, Latina, Native
American and Asian American women, high-
lighting the disparities in survival experienced
by women of color and building momentum for
targeted outreach programs. Her work on
breast cancer also included advocacy that
prompted the U.S. Congress to investigate the
lack of informed consent in trials of a breast
cancer treatment drug that was being given to
healthy women. As a result of that investiga-
tion, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) re-
vised their informed consent rules for govern-
ment-funded clinical trials, ensuring that future
volunteers would be given complete informa-
tion about serious and potentially fatal risks
associated with study drugs.
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With Cynthia’s leadership, the NWHN be-
came one of the first and most prescient crit-
ics of the unproven, yet widespread, use of
menopause hormone therapy to prevent heart
disease in women. In 1990, Cynthia testified
at the Food and Drug Administration, per-
suading the agency not to approve preventive
use of the drugs without first requiring the
sponsors to provide the same standard of evi-
dence from placebo controlled trials that it had
required for all drugs approved for heart dis-
ease prevention in men. A year later, she
spearheaded the NWHN'’s successful advo-
cacy to persuade the NIH to fund and launch
the largest ever study of the health of older
women, the Women’s Health Initiative, which
enrolled more than 27,000 women in clinical
trials of menopause hormone therapy.

In 2002, Cynthia’s skepticism about meno-
pause hormone therapy was proven well-
founded when the Women’s Health Initiative
showed that hormone therapy does not pre-
vent heart disease and, in fact, increases the
risk of stroke and in some cases, breast can-
cer. Cynthia and the NWHN educated women
about the results of those trials, so that they
could make more informed decisions about
whether to use menopause hormone therapy.
This led to the largest-ever drop in breast can-
cer rates. In one decade, more than 160,000
women did not get breast cancer because the
NWHN helped them avoid exposure to the
drugs that would have caused it. In 2012,
Cynthia received the Grassroots Activism
Award from the National Breast Cancer Coali-
tion in recognition of this lifesaving work.

Cynthia also successfully advocated for the
NIH to fund the only multi-ethnic long-term
study of the menopause transition in healthy
women. The study enrolled more than 3,000
women and has resulted in nearly 500 publi-
cations, providing essential information that
enables women to understand what is normal
in menopause, and how that’s different across
race and ethnicity.

Starting in 2007, as a co-founder of Raising
Women’s Voices for the Health Care We
Need, a national collaborative initiative that
supports quality affordable health care for all,
Cynthia helped build the grassroots support
that was integral to the successful enactment
of the Affordable Care Act, which extended
health insurance coverage to tens of thou-
sands of women. The coverage made possible
by the Affordable Care Act has provided
women with access to lifesaving health care,
including no co-pay coverage for preventive
care such as cervical cancer screening and
contraceptive care. In recent years, Cynthia
worked within the Raising Women’s Voices
collaborative to help defeat multiple attempts
to dismantle the Affordable Care Act and has
been instrumental in bringing the voices of
women, people of color, and LGBTQ people to
the national health care debate.

In the reproductive health arena, working in
partnership with the SisterSong Women of
Color Reproductive Justice Collective, Cynthia
and the NWHN created a statement of prin-
ciples to guide the provision of long-acting re-
versible contraceptives. The statement was
signed by over a hundred organizations and
has helped keep patient autonomy front and
center, protecting patients from coercive prac-
tices while expanding access to contraception.

Finally, in addition to being an effective edu-
cator of consumers and a persuasive advo-
cate in her attempts to influence government
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policy, Cynthia has been an essential ally and
partner to policymakers working within the fed-
eral government. In 2018, she helped organize
a lightning-speed advocacy campaign that in
just one week saved the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration Office of Women'’s Health from an
attempt to defund it and prevent its staff from
doing the work the office was established to
do.

| ask my colleagues to join me in extending
our sincerest appreciation to Cynthia Pearson
for her vital contributions to the health of
women and girls.

————

RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN
GOLD STAR MOTHERS, INC.

HON. CHRIS JACOBS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 19, 2021

Mr. JACOBS of New York. Madam Speaker,
| would like to take a moment to recognize a
recent event that generously contributed to
and positively impacted the welfare of our
community and citizenry here in the 27th Con-
gressional District of New York. | gladly wel-
comed the Department of New York of the
American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. to my home-
town of Buffalo, New York for their 84th Con-
vention on April 9—10, 2021.

| recognize the American Gold Star Moth-
ers, women that share the tragedy of having
children that died in connection to military
service or are missing in action. These Gold
Star Mothers strive to keep the memory of
their sons and daughters alive by working to
help veterans, those currently serving in the
military, their families, and their communities.
| am grateful for their efforts to come together
to respect and honor our fallen service mem-
bers, especially considering the immense
hardship they have experienced themselves.

There are many instances in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD of service flags being adopt-
ed-that precede the creation of the American
Gold Star Mothers organization—and | would
like to highlight two in particular. In 1917 Ohio
veteran and businessman Robert L. Queisser
created the Blue Star Service Flag to honor
his two sons serving in the First World War
and other service members of the U.S. mili-
tary. The CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of Sep-
tember 24, 1917 reflects the adoption of this
service flag. This flag recognizes those who
give so much for liberty and acknowledges
that the dearest thing to a father and mother
are their children.

Later, in 1918, President Woodrow Wilson
approved a suggestion by the Women’s Com-
mittee of the Council of National Defense that
mothers who lost a child in World War | wear
a gold star on a traditional black mourning
armband. This led to creation of the Gold Star
Service Flag, where a gold star was placed in-
side the flag's blue star, signifying a service
member has died.

The Gold Star Service flag adoption was, of
course, followed by the creation of the Amer-
ican Gold Star Mothers, Inc, an organization
that offered its 65 original charter members
the opportunity to find strength in fellowship. In
1928, twenty five mothers of American service
members lost in World War | met in Wash-
ington, D.C. under the leadership of Grace
Darling Seibold, the mother of U.S. Army First
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Lieutenant George V. Seibold killed in action,
to establish the American Gold Star Mothers,
Inc. The organization was officially incor-
porated on January 5, 1929.

That same year, Congress provided funding
for these mothers and widows to travel to
cemeteries in Europe to visit their loved ones.
In 1930, a group of 231 Gold Star women
sailed from Hoboken, New Jersey aboard the
passenger liner SS America on the inaugural
pilgrimage to the European graves of their
sons and husbands who died in World War I.
When this program ended three years later,
nearly 6,700 Gold Star women had journeyed
across the Atlantic to bid a final farewell to
loved ones laid to rest in war cemeteries in
France, Belgium, and Great Britain.

Congress later granted a federal charter to
the American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. and des-
ignated the last Sunday in September as
“Gold Star Mother's Day.” Congress also au-
thorized and requested President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issue a proclamation in observance
of this occasion. Each year on this day, we
express the love, sorrow, and reverence of the
people of the United States for American Gold
Star Mothers.

We especially recognize our American Gold
Star Mothers and their fallen soldiers in New
York's 27th District. At the Buffalo & Erie
County Naval & Military Park resides the U.S.
Navy destroyer USS The Sullivans (DD-537).
This National Historic Landmark has been a
public memorial and museum ship since 1979,
and is sponsored by Alleta Sullivan, a Gold
Star Mother whose five sons were killed in ac-
tion. George, Francis, Joseph, Madison, and
Albert Sullivan-brothers from Waterloo, I1A—
died when their cruiser was sunk at the First
Naval Battle of Guadalcanal in 1942.

| am glad the Gold Star Mothers recently
had the opportunity to gather in Buffalo, New
York for the 2021 Convention of the Depart-
ment of New York of the American Gold Star
Mothers. | remain incredibly grateful for and
humbled by the Gold Star Mothers’ commit-
ment to honoring and reflecting on the leg-
acies of their sons and daughters lost in serv-
ice to our Nation; finding strength in the fellow-
ship of each other; and helping veterans, cur-
rent military servicemembers and their fami-
lies, and our communities.

JAMES TORRES
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 19, 2021

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud James Torres
for receiving the Adams County Mayors and
Commissioners Youth Award.

James Torres is a 12th grader at Vantage
Point High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by James
Torres is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
James Torres for winning the Adams County
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